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Discovering the 
miracle of wildflowers 
isn’t a thrill reserved 
for scientists. Nature 
lovers of every age 
and background can 
indulge in the excite-
ment of botanical 
exploration.

— Ginger Meurer
Ardent Hiker
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Wildflowers 
Of The San Gabriel Mountains
California’s San Gabriel Mountains — a 
hundred steps through this world is a 
hundred discoveries. Tucked among the 
hills, living in extremes in temperature, 
light and moisture are more than 600 
kinds of flowering plants. Readers of this 
user-friendly guide can swiftly and suc-
cessfully identify the blooms with vibrant 
color photographs capturing both the 
plant in its full glory and the intricacies 
of each blossom. 

Detailed descriptions provide each 
flower’s historical and contemporary 
uses and tell explorers when blooms are 
most likely. Common names and the 
origins of scientific names are included. 
Best of all, the flowers in the guide are 
grouped by color, so trekkers in the San 
Gabriels can quickly find the plant in 
question.
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About the Contributors
Drs. Gerald and Ann Croissant have 
studied plant science in the classroom 
and the field for a combined 60 plus 
years. The couple founded the San Ga-
briel Mountains Regional Conservancy 
in 1997, and the Glendora Conservancy 
in 1991.

Gerald, a professor emeritus at 
California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona, has studied at Colorado State 
University, University of Idaho, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin and New Mexico State 
University.

Ann, a professor emeritus at Azusa 
Pacific University, has degrees from Uni-
versity of Northern Colorado, University 
of Wisconsin and University of Southern 
California.

Born in Michigan, photographer 
Shirley DeBraal, has spent most of her 
adult life near the San Gabriels. A love of 
nature and hiking led her to capture the 
images of wildflowers for the San Gabriel 
Mountains Regional Conservancy. She re-
ceived a BA from Hope College and was 
Facilities Coordinator at Citrus College.


